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Macksburg City Council Regular Meeting Minutes – Amended Version 
October 5, 2020 – 7:00 P.M. – City Hall Macksburg, Iowa 

The Macksburg City Council met on October 5, 2020 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall located in Macksburg, Iowa. 

Mayor Jackson called the meeting to order.    Roll call was taken.  City Council members present, McKinney, Davis, Webb, 
Spencer, Hensley.  No citizens present. 

Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda; McKinney seconded, and all carried with ayes.  

Donna made a motion to approve the consent agenda which included minutes from September 14th, 2020  City Council Regular 
Meeting with amendment to month change from July 2020 Financials to August 2020 Financials, September 2020 City Treasure 
Report, and October 2020 bills to be paid; McKinney seconded and all carried with ayes. 

September 2020 Treasure Report: 

Disbursements: $2635.03 Checking : $612.37 Savings: $100,512.11 

INCOME: 

RUT: $986.84 Madison County: $1.53 Sales Tax $1054.51 

 

Account Name Open Balance Amount Out Amount In Closing Balance 

Checking $1,247.40 $2,635.03 $2,000.00 $612.37 

Savings $100,469.23 $2,000.00 $2,042.88 $100,512.11 

CD $25,427.58 $0.00 $0.00 $25,427.58 

Total $127,144.21 $4,635.03 $4,042.88 $126,552.06 

 

October 2020 Bills: 

 
Alliant Energy: 

  
$617.65 

  
SIRWA:  

  
$48.00 

Ralph 
Breakenridge: 
Mow 1 time 

  
$100.00 

 

Iowa Prison 
Industries 

$2,057.20 Ruth Eivins: 
Cleaning 

$40.00 Iowa League of 
Cities 

$337.00 

The Shopper $52.40 Orient Public 
Library 

$100.00 Waste 
Management 

436.31 

    TOTAL BILLS: $3,788.56 

Total General Fund: $3,788.56  Total RUT Fund: $0 

 
City Council Board Communication: 
 
Council Davis advised he had been in contact with All American Turf about Christmas lights in the city park and they advised 
they would come out and give us an estimate but they would not be able to do anything this year.  Council discussed some 
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possible options for what they would like but decided they would take recommendations from the company.  Mayor Jackson 
advised he would contact Alliant Energy about possibly hanging the light.  Clerk Gardner Advised that she would check Iowa 
League of Cities to see if they had any Christmas décor available to purchase from other cities. 
 
New Trees in Park will need to be watered until the first frost.  
 
Old Business: 
 
City Council discussed the Street Signs.  They advised that all parts have been received and they will start working on it as soon 
as possible.  
 
City Council discussed park maintenance.  Council Davis advised that they will be cutting the bolts off the horses and send them 
to Blaine Lauer for repairs.  
 
Council Advised that they would put the keep off grass parking signs up around the city park. 
 
Council Davis made a motion to hire Tricia Gardner as the new City Clerk and for her to start immediately; Council Davis 
seconded, and all carried with ayes.  Resolution 20201005 
 
Council Spencer made a motion for Mayor Pro Tem to be added to the checking account as a second signer; Council Davis 
seconded, and all carried with ayes. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Nuisance Complaints – None Received 
 
Council Davis made a motion for Beggers Night/Trick-or-Treating to be on October 31st, 2020 from 5pm to 7pm.  Due to the 
Covid19 it is at the resident’s discretion and the Trick-or-Treaters discretion to be safe. Residents who are going to be handing 
out treats will have their porch light on and residents who do not want to hand out treats will leave their porch lights on; 
seconded by McKinney and all carried with ayes.  Attached to the minutes is a handout with more information on how to be 
safe this Halloween. 
 
Snow removal bids are not being accepted until October 31st.  If you would like to submit a bid please send it to PO box 144 
Macksburg, Iowa 50155 or email it to macksburgiowa@gmail.com 
 
City Council discussed the Recycling bin and have asked the Clerk to get more information and report back to City Council. 
 
Council McKinney made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm; Seconded by Hensley and all carried with ayes.  The next 
City Council meeting will be on November 2nd, 2020 at 7pm CST at Macksburg City Hall.  All Public is welcome to attend. 
 
 
_________________________________________________ Date __________________________ 

Tricia Gardner                     City Clerk/Treasure 

Mayor:  

Kevin Jackson 641-768-2291 

City Council Members: 

Randy Hensley    641-745-5576   

Jimi Davis 515 468 1523 

Robert McKinney 515-468-7037 

Carl Webb 641-745-9631 

Donna Spencer 515-250-8389 

2020 City Committees: 

Mayor Pro Tem: Bob McKinney 

Lights: Bob McKinney and Donna Spencer 

Parks: Randy Hensley and Jimi Davis 

Street: Kevin Jackson and Carl Webb 

Administration: Tricia Gardner 

mailto:macksburgiowa@gmail.com


 
 

 

Halloween 2020 COVID-19 Guidance 
 

As Iowans prepares to celebrate Halloween, IDPH wants to remind all that COVID-19 is still circulating in Iowa 
and encourage all Iowans to continue to take precautions to protect the health of themselves and their 
families. Many traditional Halloween activities can be high-risk for spreading viruses. For 2020 Halloween 
festivities, IDPH strongly encourage Iowans to follow CDC’s guidance when deciding what is appropriate for 
their families as described below.  

 
 
 

Lower risk activities 
 

These lower risk activities can be safe alternatives: 
• Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them 
• Carving or decorating pumpkins outside, at a safe distance, with neighbors or friends 
• Decorating your house, apartment, or living space 
• Doing a Halloween scavenger hunt where children are given lists of Halloween-themed things to look 

for while they walk outdoors from house to house admiring Halloween decorations at a distance 
• Having a virtual Halloween costume contest 
• Having a Halloween movie night with people you live with 
• Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat search with your household members in or around your 

home rather than going house to house 
 

 
Moderate risk activities 

 

• Participating in one-way trick-or-treating where individually wrapped goodie bags are lined up for 
families to grab and go while continuing to social distance (such as at the end of a driveway or at the 
edge of a yard) 

o If you are preparing goodie bags, wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
before and after preparing the bags. 

• Having a small group, outdoor, open-air costume parade where people are distanced more than 6 feet 
apart 

• Attending a costume party held outdoors where protective masks are used and people can remain 
more than 6 feet apart 

o A costume mask (such as for Halloween) is not a substitute for a cloth mask. A costume mask 
should not be used unless it is made of two or more layers of breathable fabric that covers the 
mouth and nose and doesn’t leave gaps around the face. 

o Do not wear a costume mask over a protective cloth mask because it can be dangerous if the 
costume mask makes it hard to breathe. Instead, consider using a Halloween-themed cloth 
mask. 

• Going to an open-air, one-way, walk-through haunted forest where appropriate mask use is enforced, 
and people can remain more than 6 feet apart 

o If screaming will likely occur, greater distancing is advised. The greater the distance, the lower 
the risk of spreading a respiratory virus. 



• Visiting pumpkin patches or orchards where people use hand sanitizer before touching pumpkins or 
picking apples, wearing masks is encouraged or enforced, and people are able to maintain social 
distancing 

• Having an outdoor Halloween movie night with local family friends with people spaced at least 6 feet 
apart 

o If screaming will likely occur, greater distancing is advised. The greater the distance, the lower 
the risk of spreading a respiratory virus. 

o Lower your risk by following CDC’s recommendations on hosting gatherings or cook-outs. 
 

 
High risk activities 
 

Avoid these higher risk activities to help prevent the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19: 
• Participating in traditional trick-or-treating where treats are handed to children who go door to door 
• Having trunk-or-treat where treats are handed out from trunks of cars lined up in large parking lots 
• Attending crowded costume parties held indoors 
• Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and screaming 
• Going on hayrides or tractor rides with people who are not in your household 
• Using alcohol or drugs, which can cloud judgement and increase risky behaviors 
• Traveling to a rural fall festival that is not in your community if you live in an area with community 

spread of COVID-19 
 

Other recommendations: 
If you have COVID-19 or may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, you SHOULD NOT participate in 
in-person Halloween festivities and SHOULD NOT give out candy to trick-or-treaters 

 

For Parents/Guardian: 
• If taking your children trick-or-treating, limit the number of houses you visit and ask your children to 

maintain at least six feet distance from treat-givers. For small children, consider holding the bag for 
them. 

• Only accept factory-wrapped treats. Avoid homemade treats made by strangers. 
• Wipe off candy wrappers with sanitizing wipes when you arrive home. (NOTE: Never wipe unpackaged 

food with sanitizing wipes.) 
• If your child is at greater risk of complications from COVID-19, contact your doctor before allowing 

participation in Halloween activities. 
• Stay local. Avoid the urge to attend events in another town – it can lead to greater spread of the virus. 
• Think before you go. Use the CDC’s guidance on deciding to go out to assess what’s best for you and 

your family when it comes to celebrating this year. 
• Get vaccinated against the flu. Consider getting the flu vaccine before Halloween to keep you healthier 

overall. While the flu vaccine will not protect against COVID-19, it can minimize your risk of getting 
sick or being hospitalized from the flu. 

 
For Community Members: 

• If your community hosts trick-or-treating this year, do it more safely.  
o Refrain from having children select their own treats from a bowl/common container. Leave 

individual grab bags (or paper cups) filled with goodies outside your door for children to take.  
o If you can, watch and wave to trick-or-treaters through a window. Or, leave Halloween treats 

outside the door where friends and loved ones live for a contact-free way of celebrating. 
 

 



For Operators of Events/Attractions: 
• Follow all state requirements and guidelines for Consumer, Retail, Services & Entertainment sectors, 

as well as any local requirements or guidelines.  
• Utilize the Iowa’s coronavirus website for updated COVID-19 activity in your county and Iowa. 
• Do not allow groups to intermingle. Reduce capacity to allow for six feet social distancing between 

groups as well as employees/volunteers at all times. Reinforce distancing with markers or dividers.  
• Have hand sanitizer readily available to all participants.  
• Pre-sell tickets to ensure capacities are limited. 
• Consider eliminating common seating areas or play areas where children and others might 

congregate. If seating is provided, keep it outdoors, separate benches/tables by at least six feet or use 
dividers, and sanitize between each use.  

• Notify your local health department immediately if you learn that someone with COVID-19 has visited 
your attraction. 

 

For more information: 
CDC Holiday Celebrations Guidance 
CDC Considerations for Events and Gatherings  
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